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the right of performing puja is hereditary does not affect my opi-
nion because, if the possessor himself of such a right, for any cause
whatsoever, refuses to exercise the right, he has only himself to tlianlrT

4.    If temple authorities offer  to set apart a corner for un-
touchables, it should not be considered as   sufficient.   No restric-
tion against untouchables   which is not applicable to other non-
Brahmin Hindus can be tolerated. But a distant corner may be
set apart for those who do not want to mix with the untouchables,
These people then become   untouchables by choice.

5.    We  may  not force  open  barricades.   That   would be a
species of violence and it will not do to   say that barricades are
inanimate things,  for the hands  that put up  the barricades  were
animate.

6.    From the foregoing it will be   clear that belief in temples
should be a condition precedent to offering satyagraha regarding
temple-entry. Temple-entry is a religious right. Entry, therefore, by
any other person cannot be called satyagraha.  At the time of Vai-
kom  Satyagraha, when   Mr. George Joseph went  to jail,  I sent
him word that he was wrong*1 He agreed with me, promptly apo-
logized, and came out of jail. Temple-entry satyagraha is a penance
on the part of the touchable Hindu.  He is the sinner and he has,
therefore, to do the penance by inviting punishment   on himself
for endeavouring to  take these  untouchable   co-religionists with
him   to the  temple.   Therefore,   non-Hindus can  only offer help
other than satyagraha.   For instance,   whilst the  other   commu-
nities helped the Sikhs at the time of   Gurudwara movement in
various ways, satyagraha was and  could be ofiered only by the
Sikhs who believed in the akhanda path2.

In my opinion, untouchables should not alone offer satya-
graha. It should be led by touchable reformers. This is a matter
of expedience. There may come a time when untouchables may
offer satyagraha by themselves. The idea behind the opinion here
expressed is that public opinion amongst touchable Hindus should
be sufficiently alive and active before satyagraha is taken up at
all. It is a weapon whose use depends for success upon the gather-
ing of public opinion. Therefore, its use is invariably preceded by
aE the known orthodox remedies.

7. There can be no entry demanded in temples on private
bow-fide property. When a man allows free use to the public of
a temple erected on a private property, but bars the entry of
untouchables alone, it ceases to be a private temple.

1 Vide Vol. XXIII, p. 391.

2 Non-stop reading of the Granth Sahdt